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The NIH Public Access PolicyThe NIH Public Access Policy

Effective May 2, 2005:  With input from stakeholders and the public, 
NIH’s Policy on Enhancing Public Access to Archived Publications Resulting 
From NIH-Funded Research has several key elements:
• The Policy strongly encourages, but does not require, all NIH-

funded investigators to make the peer-reviewed, author’s final 
manuscript available to other researchers and the public at the 
NIH National Library of Medicine’s (NLM) PubMed Central (PMC) 
immediately after the final date of publication in a journal. 

• At the time of submission, the author will specify the timing of
the posting of his or her final manuscript for public accessibility 
as soon as possible and within twelve months of the publisher’s 
official date of final publication.

Note: The author’s final manuscript is the final version accepted 
for journal publication and includes all modifications from the 
publishing peer review process.
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The NIH Public Access PolicyThe NIH Public Access Policy

What to Submit
• The Policy applies to peer-reviewed, original research 

publications that have been supported in whole or in part 
with direct costs from NIH.  It does not apply to book 
chapters, editorials, reviews, or conference proceedings.

• The Policy applies to all research grant and career 
development award mechanisms, cooperative agreements, 
contracts, Institutional and Individual Ruth L. Kirschstein
National Research Service Awards, as well as NIH intramural 
research studies. 

• NIH is requesting that authors submit manuscripts resulting 
from: 
1) currently funded NIH research projects or 
2) previously-supported NIH research projects if they are 

accepted for publication on or after May 2, 2005. 
• Publications resulting from non-NIH-supported research 

projects should not be submitted.
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Why Public Access 

• ARCHIVE. Keep a central archive of NIH-funded 
research publications—for now and in the future, 
preserving vital medical research results and information 
for years to come.

• ADVANCE SCIENCE. Create an information 
resource that will make it easier for scientists to mine 
medical research publications, and for NIH to manage 
better its entire research investment. 

• ACCESS. Provide electronic access to NIH-funded 
research publications for patients, families, health 
professionals, scientists, teachers, and students.
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NIH Public Access Policy

Benefits to researchers.

• Beginning August 1, 2005, fulfills a grant progress 
reporting requirement by substituting deposit for 
submission of paper copies of articles;

• Ensures that the article is available in PMC to be 
cross-indexed to other federally supported databases, 
such as GenBank & Clinical Trials; and

• Heightens the visibility of the research and enhances 
the likelihood of early and increased citation.
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NIH Public Access Policy

…and eRA.
• NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) system:  

eRA login required.
Provisional accounts
Permanent accounts

• Submit manuscripts from Commons: 
Personal Profile File:  Publications

• eSNAP integration:
August 1, 2005, launch of capability
Along with PubMed citations, author submitted 
manuscripts will be available to associate with progress 
reports
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Opening Page
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Login Options
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eRA Commons Login Page
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eRA Commons Provisional 
Account Creation Page
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Logged In
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Summary

New NIH Public Access Policy began on 
May 2, 2005.

PA Commons Login is required for 
submissions by non-NIH investigators

PA Submissions Integrated into eSNAP 
on August 1, 2005.
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•• Public Access Policy Website: Public Access Policy Website: 
http://www.nih.gov/about/publicaccess/http://www.nih.gov/about/publicaccess/

•• NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) System:NIH Manuscript Submission (NIHMS) System:
http://www.nihms.nih.govhttp://www.nihms.nih.gov//

•• Public Access Policy in the Public Access Policy in the NIH GuideNIH Guide: : 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/noticehttp://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice--files/NOTfiles/NOT--ODOD--0505--022.html022.html

•• Authors’ Manual:Authors’ Manual:
http://http://www.nih.gov/about/publicaccess/publicaccess_Manual.htmwww.nih.gov/about/publicaccess/publicaccess_Manual.htm

•• Implementation Plan: Implementation Plan: 
http://www.nih.gov/about/publicaccess/publicaccess_imp.hhttp://www.nih.gov/about/publicaccess/publicaccess_imp.htmtm

•• Public Access Policy MailboxPublic Access Policy Mailbox
PublicAccess@nih.govPublicAccess@nih.gov

NIH Public Access Policy Resources


